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    Hangar Talk  

                                         The òLightningó Newsletter  

February  20 10  - Volume 3, Issue 2 

 

Lynn Nels enõs ð òLightning of the Month ó 

Please submit a photo of your Lightning for future ñLightning of the Monthò consideration. 

The newsletter goal is to get the word out on happenings at Arion Aircraft, and to give a voice to 

Lightning builders and flyers.  To be successful we need your inputs.  So it is not only a way for the 

factory to provide Lightning news, but it is your newsletter as well, and its success will depend on you 

getting involved to spread the word and to help other builders and flyers.  So think of this newsletter as an 

ñexchange of information publicationò.  Send your inputs directly to: N1BZRICH@AOL.COM.   
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And now, the rest of the news.  
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Lightning of the Year for 2009  

Before I announce the overall winner, I would like to thank everyone who took the time to vote for 

the Lightning of the year.  Overall, we had a pretty good voter turnout (democracy at its best) and 

many of the monthly winners got great support.  In fact, there were four aircraft that actually got 

77 percent of the total votes and the top two of those were extremely close.  Heck, I might as well 

tell you that the winner only won by two votes, and the third and fourth place aircraft were tied, at 

only one vote being number two.  Wow, only four votes separating first place and the two 

Lightnings tied for third and fourth.  That was a close contest!     

The top four candidates in the order that they were monthly winners: 

The Arion Lightning Silver Demo ï January 2009   

Jim Langleyôs N730AL ï February 2009   

Ron Ritchieôs TDT ï April 2009   

Steve Bieleôs 19-5562 ï July 2009   

 

 

And the overall winner of ñLightning of the Year for 2009ò is: 
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Jim Langleyõs N730AL. 

 

When I asked Jim how he happened to pick the colors for his Lightning he explained to me that 

orange and black are the colors of his and his sonôs favorite baseball team (I am guessing that is 

not the Green Acres Mud Hens).  Jim went on to explain that 730 is July 30
th
, his wifeôs birthday, 

and the AL is Anna Langley, his granddaughter (but also could be Arion Lightning).  Looks to me 

like Jim had the bases covered ï a smart man.  

Congratulations to Jim and to N730AL! 

We will plan on running another Lightning of the Year contest at the end of 2010.  We already have 

two great competitors lined up, Tex Mantellôs January Lightning of the month and Lynn Nelsenôs 

Lightning for this month.  Please send a photo of your Lightning for conisderation  for a future 

Lightning of the Month directly to me at  N1BZRICH@AOL.COM   

 

And speaking of future newsletters, in the March Lightning Hangar Talk you can look 

forward to some photos and a write-up from the Light Sport Expo at Sebring and another great 

travelogue by Peter Mitchell from Bunbury, Western Australia.  In a previous newsletter Peter had 

written an article for us that covered his trip home after completing his Lightning.  Next month, 

look for Peterôs article and photos about his trip around the top of Australia.   
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Lightning of the Month for February 2010  

As you saw above on the first page of this issue, the Lightning of the Month for February 2010 is 

Lynn Nelsenôs N13LN.  I am happy to be able to provide a little extra something for this issue 

of the newsletter, a showcase article by the owner of this aircraft.  Most of you know Lynn Nelsen 

from write ups by him (tech tips, etc.) in past issues of the newsletter.  Below are two great 

articles by Lynn on his airplane and his home airport.  First, his beautiful Lightning.  

               

Buying and Building the Lightning by Lynn Nelsen 
 

 
 

 I had been trying to convince my wife to let me paint the Bonanza for a few years. I bought our 
first airplane in 1968 (1947 model Bonanza), and we owned the last one of six for over 22 years (a 1965 
S model Bonanza with lots of modifications). When I completed the annual inspection in March, 2007, I 
noted several little spots of corrosion forming under the paint. My wife said no to a paint job, so my 
response was to say ñOK, we will have to sell it then,ò to which she immediately agreed.  I had to have an 
airplane, so I started looking for a replacement.  In my thought process were things like cost, 
maintenance, how long will I have a medical, as well as performance for limited cross country flying. 
I initially settled on a Zenith CH 601 and I purchased a used one with about 120 hours TT. 
 
 On the flight home (from southern California) to central Florida I started to notice things that I was 
really going to miss (from the Bonanza) such as no autopilot, no real IFR capability, low speed, and not 
that great a reduction in fuel consumption. The Bonanza routinely delivered an honest 160 mph on less 
than 11 GPH.  My Zenith was lucky to provide 105 mph on better than 5.5 GPH.  (Yes, it had the Jabiru 
3300.) There were other detractors, but I will not go into those.  After my father died in late October, I kept 
thinking about how long do I have, and, how nice it would be to have a new airplane?  I started pushing 
my wife about those things, and she finally relented with, ñIt will be the last oneò.  So, I made 
arrangements to paint and sell the Zenith and started looking for a replacement. 
 
 Obviously, I could not afford to buy a new factory built airplane that had most of the things I really 
wanted in an airplane.  My Zenith was experimental, and it made me think that was the way to go in order 
to minimize the cost and maximize my return on investment.  I had gotten a demo ride with Nick, so I was 
aware of the Lightning, but really looking at any and everything, when I signed up for the Jabiru engine 
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seminar in February of 2008. During the engine seminar, I looked hard at the Lightnings being built in 
Shelbyville.  When I got home I pestered my wife until she said OK, and I immediately put my order in for 
a Lightning.  I also convinced myself and wife that I needed help in putting the Lightning together and if I 
used the Shelbyville crew their experience would be a great help. 
 
 I made arrangements with Nick and company to get my Lightning (N13LN) put together as soon 
as possible.  I was planning on doing the wiring, interior, and possibly even the painting, myself.  I spent 
hours and hours reading the Aero Electric Connection and even purchased an EXP 2V bus so I would not 
have to use a bunch of circuit breakers with switches for everything.  During the first week of the build 
process (April 2008), I was trying very hard to document everything as well as evaluate how I was going 
to put the electrical system together.  My daily routine was to arise at 5 AM, walk at least 1 ½ miles, then 
shower and eat breakfast to be at the airport before 0730.  I would work on the N13LN build process 
while trying to decide how I was going to wire and finish the panel, as well as finish the airplane and 
interior.  Working with Mark and Mike, trying to get the needed items accomplished, and worrying about 
the finish items did not go too well for me. It only took me two days of working till 5:30 PM or so then 
spending another 3 hours reading Aero Electric Connection to decide to have Arion aircraft complete all 
those items.  I sat down with Ben for an hour or so to set up the panel arrangement (complete with my 
glove box).  He even, belatedly, came over to my way of thinking about using the EXP bus. 
 

 
 
 I had decided I definitely wanted the new style wingtips so N13LN would fit the Light Sport 
category.  Unfortunately, the first set of wing tips did not meet Nick's expectations, so they were not ready 
to put on the wings.  Now that I had decided to let Arion do all the hard stuff, things went much better for 
me on days three through five.  I was still working the long hours, but all I needed to do was make 
decisions about paint colors and design, instruments, radio/transponder, and interior furnishings.  Friday 
evening came and the airplane was almost ready for paint (but still needed wing tips).  I must admit that I 
was amazed at what had been accomplished in only five (albeit long) days. 
 
 Due to the wait for the wing tips, my personal scheduling, and Arion's busy schedule, I could not 
get back to utilize Mark and Mike's expertise in helping me put N13LN together until after the 4

th
 of July.  I 

must admit I was truly amazed at the transformation that had occurred in the painting process.  A bunch 
of parts and pieces had become a beautiful airplane. Sure, I still had to put it back together, but now it 
really looked like an airplane. With Mark, Mike, and even occasionally Nick's help, I was able to get 
N13LN together for the DAR'S inspection on 17 July 2008. Then, there was an OOPS! Discovered about 
3 hours before the DAR showed up, but that will remain unspoken.  I must admit I was amazed that 
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N13LN passed the DAR's inspection but she did, and to make a long story a little shorter, I now have a 
beautiful airplane with 145 hours of flight time that I am really proud to say is MINE. 
 
 I have not made any cross country trips that have required a fuel stop. I routinely get over 140 

mph on just less than 4 GPH. So with 30 gallons of fuel I can go quite a distance without stopping for fuel. 

 

Ending up at Lake Clinch Airpark by Lynn Nelsen 
  
 I feel very fortunate living here as part of Lake Clinch Airpark in Frostproof, Florida.  We definitely 
took the long way around getting here, but now I would not live anywhere else.   We have almost 7 acres, 
but the important part is the connection to the runway, and water front. 
 

     
 
 

    
 
 I started flying with my father in the late 1940's, got my Private license in college through the 
ROTC training program and bought my first airplane in 1968, while stationed at the Naval Air Test Center. 
(Ending up in the Navy is another story.) We sold that first 1947 model Bonanza while I was at The Naval 
Post Graduate School, but soon bought another, 1958 model, and those two led to 4 more as we moved 
around the country, ending up in Virginia.  My wife and I had agreed when we got married in 1963 that we 
would not live permanently in South Dakota (my home state) or Florida (my wife's) and after I retired from 
the Navy we lived at our home in Bumpass Virginia where we had a hangar at the Bumpass airport. 
(Fortunately, I had built both the home and hangar.) Our home was on Lake Anna (warm side) on a point 
with about 900 feet of waterfront. Unfortunately, I retired from the Navy at a bad time economically and I 
had to sign an agreement that I would not work for any government contractor for at least three years.  
My wife's cousin was able to get me a job with a Lear Jet operator in Ft Lauderdale, Florida.  It took a 
couple years, but we decided that living apart was not the answer and I had found a new home on Jordan 
airport near Ocala. We agreed to buy it and build a hangar. 
 
 However, I moved to Flint, Michigan, to fly as a Lear Captain and my wife moved with me and 


